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Aditya runs a gaming company that is struggling to break even. A banker slips off a highrise building, plunging to her death. The finance minister has made some promises that he is finding hard to keep. The LTTE has unleashed terror in America that sends the FBI on a wild goose chase, bringing them to Mumbai. Enter Varun, parttime drug dealer and fulltime genius. He turns around the gaming company before disaster strikes. Meanwhile, the investigators plunge headlong into the shady world of bitcoins and the Dark Net, websites that only exist for illegal transactions—drugs, sex and money. God Is a Gamer culminates in a stunning climax where money means nothing, assassination is taught by the ancient Greeks, and nothing is as it seems.
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Video games are big business, generating billions of dollars annually. The long-held stereotype of the gamer as a solitary teen hunched in front of his computer screen for hours is inconsistent with the current makeup of a diverse and vibrant gaming community. The rise of this cultural phenomenon raises a host of questions: Are some games too violent? Do they hurt or help our learning? Do they encourage escapism? How do games portray gender? Such questions have generated lots of talk, but missing from much of the discussion has been a Christian perspective. Kevin Schut, a communications expert and an enthusiastic gamer himself, offers a lively, balanced, and informed Christian evaluation of video games and video game culture. He expertly engages a variety of issues, encouraging readers to consider both the perils and the promise of this major cultural phenomenon. The book includes a foreword by Quentin J. Schultze.
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Have you ever wished life could be more like a game? As a gamer have you wondered about how gaming can help you grow? Have you ever wondered if computer games have redemptive qualities, or whether your friends are just wasting their time? Now you don't have to. In this one of a kind book, author Michael King takes you on a spiritual voyage into the world of Role-play gaming, making comparisons between gaming and life in the Kingdom of God. He uncovers how you can perform quests, level up, and even use powerful skills and abilities to defeat enemies as a follower of Jesus Christ. In this book you will discover how to engage: Miracles Faith Physical and Inner Healing Resurrection Spirit travel Casting out demons Increasing spiritual power And much more While geared toward gamers, this book is written so that anyone can understand these timeless spiritual truths, with significant revelation and impact on daily life. If you are ready to take your spiritual life to a whole new level, Log On and let the games begin! Chapter List: Introduction: For the Noob 1 Initial Setup Phase 2 The Cosmic GM 3 Level Up! 4 The Purpose of Parties 5 Stats and Skill Trees 6 Buffs and Enhancements 7 Maps and Portals 8 Guilds 9 NPCs, Items, Drops, and Personal Storage 10 Quests 11 Events and Server Reset Time 12 Reputation and Titles 13 Classes and Crafting 14 Kingdom Economics 15 Respawning and Resurrection 16 Combat 17 Healing 18 End Credits"
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Craig Detweiler's collection of up-to-the-minute essays on video games' theological themes (and yes, they do exist!) is an engaging and provocative book for gamers, parents, pastors, media scholars, and theologians--virtually anyone who has dared to consider the ramifications of modern society's obsession with video games and online media. Together, these essays take on an exploding genre in popular culture and interpret it through a refreshing and enlightening philosophical lens.
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This book formulates a new theological approach to the study of religion in gaming. Video games have become one of the most important cultural artefacts of modern society, both as mediators of cultural, social, and religious values and in terms of commercial success. This has led to a significant increase in the critical analysis of this relatively new medium, but theology as an academic discipline is noticeably behind the other humanities on this subject. The book first covers the fundamentals of cultural theology and video games. It then moves on to set out a Christian systematic theology of gaming, focussing on creational theology, Christology, anthropology, evil, moral theology, and thanatology. Each chapter introduces case studies from video games connected to the specific theme. In contrast to many studies which focus on online multiplayer games, the examples considered are largely single player games with distinct narratives and ‘end of game’ moments. The book concludes by synthesising these themes into a new theology of video games. This study addresses a significant aspect of contemporary society that has yet to be discussed in any depth by theologians. It is, therefore, a fantastic resource for any scholar engaging with the religious aspects of digital and popular culture.
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Lawrence is having a crappy day. His girlfriend is not only cheating on him but she
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It's Dangerous to Go Alone! Take This!Whether you are taking up the sword in the Legend of Zelda for the first time or unleashing the energy sword in Halo for the hundredth time, together we will explore the world of gaming and unlock secrets and mysteries from the Bible along the way. From gaming's biggest blockbusters to obscure titles that will stretch your gaming knowledge, we will leave no stone unturned and no barrel or crate unbroken as we hunt for meaning and truth in both the Word of God and the world of video games.
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"Smart, propulsive and gripping, THE GOD GAME is an ambitious thriller and a terrifying examination of what could--and probably already is--happening in the world of artificial intelligence."—Harlan Coben, #1 New York Times bestselling author of Run Away A technological thriller with an all-too-believable premise, award-winning author Danny Tobey's The God Game follows five teenagers obsessed with an online video game that connects them to their worst impulses and most dangerous desires. They call themselves the Vindicators. Targeted by bullies and pressured by parents, these geeks and gamers rule the computer lab at Turner High School. Wealthy bad boy Peter makes and breaks rules. Vanhi is a punk bassist at odds with her heritage. Kenny's creativity is stifled by a religious home life. Insecure and temperamental, Alex is an outcast among the outcasts. And Charlie, the leader they all depend on, is reeling from the death of his mother, consumed with reckless fury. They each receive an invitation to play The God Game. Created by dark-web coders and maintained by underground hackers, the video game is controlled by a mysterious artificial intelligence that believes it is God. Obey the almighty A.I. and be rewarded. Defiance is punished. Through their phone screens and high-tech glasses, Charlie and his friends see and interact with a fantasy world superimposed over reality. The quests they undertake on behalf of "God" seem harmless at first, but soon the tasks have them questioning and sacrificing their own morality. High school tormentors get their comeuppance. Parents and teachers are exposed as hypocrites. And the Vindicators' behavior becomes more selfish and self-destructive as they compete against one another for prizes each believes will rescue them from their adolescent existence. But everything they do is being recorded. Hooded and masked thugs are stalking and attacking them. "God" threatens to expose their secrets if they attempt to quit the game. And losing the game means losing their lives. You don't play the Game. The Game plays you....
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Shaman, paragon, God-mode: modern video games are heavily coded with religious undertones. From the Shinto-inspired Japanese video game Okami to the internationally popular The Legend of Zelda and Halo, many video games rely on religious themes and symbols to drive the narrative and frame the storyline. Playing with Religion in Digital Games explores the increasingly complex relationship between gaming and global religious practices. For example, how does religion help organize the communities in MMORPGs such as World of Warcraft? What role has censorship played in localizing games like Actraiser in the western world? How do evangelical Christians react to violence, gore, and sexuality in some of the most popular games such as Mass Effect or Grand Theft Auto? With contributions by scholars and gamers from all over the world, this collection offers a unique perspective to the intersections of religion and the virtual world.
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"Boy! You know, but do you listen?" The road for Kratos and Atreus is long as father teaches son the ABCs of the nine realms. From learning to control his anger to understanding why you shouldn't pick up every bone you come across, Atreus takes in Kratos's wisdom, one letter at a time. At times stern and at times humorous, Kratos passes on the essential vocabulary form the God of War world and teaches his rebellious son (who knows very little) to learn from past mistakes and become a better man, . Accompanied by original illustrations, God of War: B is for Boy is a delightful satirical tour through the world of the critically acclaimed game.
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